Received: 06 /02/2026 Journal of Cyber Law

Review: 19/02/2026 No(4),Vol(2), 59-70.
Accepted: 16 /03/2026 ISSN: 0972-6934
DOI: 10.22054/jocl.2025.8563.7894 www.jocl.ir

Examining the Liability of Platforms for the Dissemination of Criminal or
Misleading Visual Representations in the Digital Environment

Alireza Abousaeidi **

1*- Master of Arts in Illustration, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, Tehran, Iran

ABSTRACT

Rapid developments in digital technologies and the expansion of content creation and sharing platforms have led to the
emergence of new environments for the production and dissemination of various forms of visual representations in
cyberspace. In some cases, such representations may have a criminal or misleading nature and may cause harmful effects
on public security, individual reputation, and social trust.This study aims to examine and clarify the scope and
foundations of the legal liability of platforms regarding the dissemination of such content, analyzing the civil and
criminal dimensions of their responsibility within the framework of cyber law. In this regard, the concept and
manifestations of criminal and misleading visual representations in the digital context are first explained, followed by an
analysis of the role of platforms as information intermediaries in the production, processing, and dissemination of
content.Furthermore, the study examines the impact of factors such as algorithmic design, content moderation and
filtering policies, the platform’s awareness of harmful content, and their level of economic benefit in determining the
scope of liability. The findings indicate that in most legal systems, platform liability is not absolute but rather depends on
criteria such as knowledge and awareness, effective control, and the active or passive role in content dissemination.
Accordingly, approaches such as conditional immunity, notice-and-takedown regimes, and fault-based liability have been
adopted in this area.At the same time, the emergence of new technologies such as generative artificial intelligence and
advanced image-generation tools has significantly increased the complexity of determining liability and highlighted the
need to reconsider traditional legal rules.Finally, this research emphasizes the necessity of balancing freedom of
expression, digital innovation, and the protection of individual rights, and proposes measures aimed at developing
legislative frameworks, enhancing platform transparency, and strengthening regulatory mechanisms.
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